THE   NATION   IS   BORN
Provencal manner, but characteristically encouraged the indigenous
poetry derived from the soil of Galicia. He was a thorough Portu-
guese, and ruled over a clearly defined region with the boundaries
of modern Portugal. . . "2
King Diniz was only eighteen years of age when he succeeded
his bed-ridden father. He was a king of many interests, wise
in his relations with the Church and strong in his handling of the
baron class. To him the peasants, the workmen and the small
farmers were " the nerves of the republic " as though he knew
that Portugal could only grow to strength through the soil. He was
also the first king of Portugal who could claim to be a man of educa-
tion. Count Henry, the progenitor of the line, coming to the
Peninsula from Burgundy, obviously knew France. Henriques had
no opportunity to leave Portugal. His immediate successors, by
furthering the re-conquest, acquired a knowledge of the customs
and culture of other races. Affonso III, who made a good king
and who was an individual of much natural charm, also appreciated
the value of education, but until the arrival of Diniz no king of
Portugal had any knowledge of foreign affairs except that derived
from communication with the Church of Rome, transactions
(generally matrimonial) with other Peninsular royal households and
the necessarily restricted trade with western Europe. Diniz not
only protected and safeguarded the interest of the land worker but
he also furthered education. He founded, in 1290, at Lisbon,
the centre of learning which was to become world famous as the
University of Coimbra and during his enlightened reign State
documents were written for the first time in Portuguese.
Diniz, the Lavrador as he was called, was the last of the great
Burgundians. Affonso IV (1325-1357), who succeeded him, won
the Battle of Salado in association with Alfonso XI of Castile
against strong Moorish forces, but otherwise contributed little
towards the development of Portugal. And as he had embittered
the last years of his father's life and those of his mother, the Queen
Saint Elizabeth, by fomenting civil strife, so his own reign was
clouded by a bitter quarrel with his own son, the Dom Pedro,
who in association with the lovely Inez de Castro gave Portugal and
the world a great love story. Dom Pedro was betrothed at the
age of eight. At sixteen he was married a second time, his first
marriage having been dissolved owing to the mental instability of
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